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(1) A 


Reaſons humbly offered againſt the paſſing of a Bill, Intizuled, A 
Bill for Regulating and Encouraging the Art of Weaving, 


T is bumbly offered that this Sealing of Foreign Silks and Stuffs as propoſed,tend$ 

to the deſtruction of Trade, and in itſelf is ImpraRticable. For, canit be 
| imagined that the owner of every Ship wherein ſuch Silks or Stufts are imported 
| . (if compell'd ro come to London to have them Sealed before their gaing to the 

Part to which they were bound ) ſhall not receive great damage thereby , in- 
aſmuch as Freight-mens Wages and ViRtuals muſt be paid for z which with demurrage will 
necefſ1rily inhance the price of the Commodity. Beſides ſuch Sealing, ( coffidering the 
great quantities that are cotnmonly imported togerher , and belonging to ſeveral Peefons, 
and bound for ſeveral Ports,) muſt neceſſarily take up a vaſt length of time, and tend tg 
the vaſt prejudice of thoſe which ſtay laſt for their Seals. ; ED 

Firſt, By occafioning the loſs of their Market , which will be ſupplied by thoſe who 
are firlt diſpatcht. : 

Secondly , By the great damage that ſuch Silk muſt neceflarily recave by lying ac the 
Cuſtom-houſe , and being cut open , and. unfolding each Piece , without, which they 
cannot come to the ends to Seal them , whereby ſuch Silks and Stufts will be much creſs'r, 
ſullied, and tumbled , which will much binder the Sale. n 

And Thirdly , It may occafion the lofing of the Fabricks, by which the Merchancscan 
only diſcover the length and quality of his goods, and what they Coſt, and thereby. judge 
at what price to Sell. | | 

Fourthly,This may occafion great damage to the Merchant by the loſs of ſeveral Pieces 
of Silks and Stuffs, which may amount to more than the advantage he can reaſonably ex- 
p:& oy the Cargoe Imported, 

And Fifthly , The charge of miintainingof Servants, and others who muſt be imployed 
to attend ſuch Sealing , and the damage the Merchant ſuſtains by ns Servants abſence 
(all ſuch time) from his imploy at home, muſt without, doubt be great, conſidering the 
vaſt time that the unfolding and folding up every Piece of Silks and Stuffs will tak up. 

I 1. Next confider the inconveniencies that may happen by the making of every Piece 
forfeited that ſhall be found unſealed. 

Suppoſe the Merchant ſhall cauſe every Piece to be Sealed, ſuch Seal is affixt bur at © 
end, and may by accident be loſt off; or the Merchant afterwards ſells to the Mercer, 
whoſe Cuſtomer makes choice to take ſome Yards from off that end to which the Seal is 
affxt; or ſuppoſe a Countrey Chapman will buy half a Piece of Silk , and make choice 
of that end which is Sealed, either the Mercer muſt as often as the Seal is cut off the 
Piece, . carry the remainder to be new Sealed at the Cuſtom-houſe , or at Weavers-Hall, 
or elſe he is. liable to have the ſame ſeized by. any perſon , who under pretence of Search- 
ing for French Ribbons and Laces, by the power in the ſeventh Paragraph of the Bill 
deſired, ſhall come into his Houſe , Shop, or Warehouſe , and to his great trouble and 
damage unfold all his Silks and Stuffs, and if be find any Pieces unſealed, ſeize and carry | 


I 


them away as forfeired (although but Remnants.) 


This will beget multiplicity of Suits, occafion vaſt expences, .greatly diſcourage 
WW Te the cir of great quantities of thoſe Commodities which 
are the produ& of our manufa&ure of Woodll, put the King to a great charge to 
maintain Officers , to Seal, Stampand Mark ſuch Silks and Stuffs; and inſtead of 
; advancing the King's Revenue (which at preſent he hath) will prejudice the fame 
,-**." above 200cetioper annnes, hy:bi ing the importation of ſa great iti 
Silks and Stuffs as at preſentare im ,and Conſequemty uthe carrying, 
- quanticies of Cloth, Stuffs, Searges, Fiſh, Lead, and Tin, and oth 


- modities of the growth of our own Counttey now exported, and w y 
King a duty of Cuſtom upon their going out ; the produt of ach (4 Silks 
and Stuffs imported as aforeſaid, are. - "Mu 
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(2) | 
W vt ail ford Prirces are contriving to facilitate 2::9 encourage Traie, it is 
1 _\.-hwnbly hoped., n0:hing wwll be done 11 Eng/and t reader the ſame durthenſom 
- and cifficyle, 1f not altogerher impottibte to be carried on. 
I FI. Ag tothe Weavers defires , Thar all-Sttks and Stuffs made in Lyndon, or within 
ten Miles, be brovgar romeir Hall, thereto be viewed, ard Sealed, and to pay 
ELL for each Seal : and it any Piece be tuld detore Szaled, the 
OXerer o: Pater to Sale, or the Bayer, (ita Trader in that Commodity,) ſaall forfeit 
for each Piece. 

1 his, 2s i: humbly conceived, 1s, under colour and pretence of doing a publick cd, 
a Cetivi of the Wearers to create to themſelves a Monopoly by Act of Parliament, 

The 2d propoſed by them , 15 to diftinguith between foreign and our home-made Silk 
and Staffs, and toenconrage the Englith to make better Work. 

* Wilt ner every man make it his dutinets ro advance his own Intereſt and Trade , by 
friving :0 make his Wares as 29.0 as hecan , and if pollible to exceed the foraigii=made, 
that {o rey being drought oat of repute, he may himſelf have a greater Trade ? 

+ The rather for that if he make not gaod Ware , he cannot ſell , then mult the Silk-man 
never be paid ; and what follows, bur his Trade is thereby deſtroyed ? 

Bat they do not- propoſe that the Seals ſhall not be affixed co any Pieces of Stuffs or Silks 
that donot hold out the true length ard breadth, or that is otheriviſe deceittully made ; 
No;be they as falſe made, as ſlight, as ſhort, as narrow as they will , bring them but to 
Weavers=Hall and pay for a S-al, and then a Stamp ſhall be put upon them equall to 
the beſt. 1 EEE. 

- Andit isto befeared , that ma ſhort time the Weavers Seals and Marks, if ſer up, will 
be ſold by the like mealures , and at as eaſe rates as the Aulnagers Seals are, which at this 
day give a greater diſturbance unto Countrey people,and diſcouragement co the Woolle: 
ManufaQure, then any thing that as on foot 1 England. 

Itis tobe obſerved, That leaſt the Weavers defigns ſhould be diſcovered, and their 
intended Monopoly prevented , they have ſubtilly taken off the Merchants Obje@tions by 
providing that all Foreign Stuffs and: Silks ſhall be Sealed at the Kings charge ; but che 
home-made Silk, made by poor men that canhardly earn bread fot their Families, the 
ſealpg of theſe maf{ be paid ont of their lahaur 2. which dcſign they bad on toot in 1640. and 
having.chen got.z Parent, demanded fix-pence 8 Piece for Seals; but that ſoon came to 
nothing, | | | 

Aris hambly offered, that the inconveniency,charge and loſs of time in coming to the Hal! 
with every Piece to be Sealed, willbe great, and tend to the poor Weavers utter Ruine. 

For if this be granted , then let their Cuſtomer (as frequently now they are forced to 
do) come to them for a Remnant of Stuff or Silk before the Piece be fully wrought of, 
to march with any old Silk or Stuffs , or to Sell a pattern for a Swt or Gown , he muſt not 
ſel{ rhis before he-goes to the Hall, and waits (no man knows how long) there for .a Seal 3 
by.-means whereof he 1s hindred mn his work, and before he canrettrn, the Mercer or his 
Cattomer'is gone to ſome other Shop ;. by which both Weaver and Mercer are greatly 
prejadiced , belides the prejudice that a man ſhall ſaftainin diſcovering his inventions and 


patterns too early. - 
TILL. Asto the pains and penalties upon Counterfeiters of Seals and Stamps,and Sealing 
of Foreign Commodities as Home-made, if che Seal be not eliabliſhed, the penalties fall ; 
if the Seals be eftabliſhed, the Law oughrto be _ But it rs prayed, that conifideration 
may he taken of the ſeverity of the penaley impoſe 

-V. As to rhe-defire thar all Merchants in Zondony or Within | Mes thereof, 
any Silksor Stuffs by them, ſhould before day of 
each Piece contaiome cen Yards, oryove, to the Cuſtpm-houſe, or to Weaver- 
ze Sealed ;- wirhour paying any thing for Sealing. mw 

's the moſt michievous and unreaſonable thing that can be imagined, very ha- 
:ardous ard chargeable, - ahd the greateſt inconvenincy that can be invented to fatl 


zpon Tradeſmen. ES 
Any For every man pays With a witneſs for Sealing , who: fhallbe forced to _ 
te is 


bring 1 
of 


UMI : 


Hh C3) 
: his goods out of his Shop to \Veavers-Hall , or the Cuttom-noaſe , and pay fc 
carrying of them and bringing them back , aid for Servants attending there till 
they ca be Sealed : beſides the bazard and (which vill be almoſt impotſible t» 
prevent) the lois ofmany Oid Remnants, and disfurnthing his Shop , lofing 
his Trade for the time the goods are out of his poſieſlion, and perhap's his 
Cuſfthmers , for not having goods at home to turmſh them with when they have 
occalion ; beſides the damage that will come to their Wares by tumbling, 
dirtying , ſullying , and ocherwiſe as atoreſaid , it may prove greatly prejudi- 
cial to the Creditors of ſuch Tradeſman who may ot late have had erear loſſes, ar d 
are ready to fail; for how giad would ſich beof having an oppartunity , under 
colour of carrying their Wares to be Sealed, to carry them and themſelves 
where they ſhall be ont of their Creators reach 2? 
VI. The next thing defired, which relates to Canterbyry; Nornich, Exeter, Mancheſter, &Cc. 
their ſealing their Wares, and Workmen that hive tar ciitant wn the Countries ro brug 
their Wares to the next Corporation to be ſealed. 

How unreaſonable and impraRicable this will be, 18 let: roConſtieration. And further, 
itis humbly offered, char it is utcerly to dettroy the poor Weaver who lives remote from a 
Corporation; for now the Merchaiit or his Factor come to their houſes, take their Stlks 
or Stuffs from tnem as they make them, and bring their money home to their doors g but 
for the future, either the Weaver muit be vittourt money till he hath madea good number 
of pieces,or elſe ride to a Corporation-Towvn with each piece he makes,there to be ſcaled; 
winch may coſt him a days journey forward,and another backivard, the Conſequenceis his 
ruine by the loſs of time from Work, th expence and charges of horſe and man, and the 
danger of lighting into Company, (which ſach poor Men are too much addicted unto,) and 
ſpending his money before he come home,to the impaverithung of his Famuly,whuch by ſach 
means may at laſt come to be maintained by the Pariſh. 

VII. As tothe prohibition defired from the uſe of the >road great Tape-loom, on pres 
tence it hinders many people from Working which uſed to be employed 1D fingle Loom, 
and make the Work the (lighter, to the abuſing and defrauding ot the Buyer. 

It is humbly conceived,the Parliamentiof Rawg/and wall nover paiyarr Aft ro difcont 

- Ingenuity, hinder Invention, or to-protubit a man from making uſe of ſuch Inven- 
tion when found out, to confine one man that he ſhall do no more Work than 
another, or thatif a man can make 16 pieces of Tape or Ribbon together , he 
ſhall make but one, whereby a ycung man that hath no charge ſhall earn as much 
as he that hath a Wife and 12 Children to maintain ; . This ſeems unreaſonable, the 
rather for that by this Invention the Commodity may be made as g00d and yer 
much cheaper, and enable E gland to furnith foreign parts cheaper than chey can 
make them, And with theſe Looms all Yarn from the /adies is wrought off here, 
which otherwiſe muſt be ſent intoHo//and to be manufactured, from whence it would 
be returned at cheaper Rates then without theſe Engines the ſame can be manufa- 
Qured 1 England. Theſe Looms have deen uſed above 60 years, many Families 
bred up to the uſe of themgthat can uſe no other. 

If -now put down, they and their Families are ruined, and great quantities of the Yarn 
'3mported muſt be exported, to the great damage of the King in his Cuſtoms, And 
which is worſe, the Engliſh cannot tranſport the Manufatures thereof, by reaſon they will 
be underſold by Foreigners. . R | 

When Printing was invented, did it 1;ot put an end too, or take much from Writers em- 
ploy ments 3 was Printing therefore prohibited? | 
5 Dorh not the Weaving of Silk-ſtockings #ake off from Knitting ? is ig theeghargmo—— 

OWn . | , ” 
VIIL. As to what is deſired, that a power May be put into any perſons hand ſuſpe,cing 
any French Lace or Ribben in any Houſe, Shop of Warehouſe, that trades in theſe Com- 
| modities by a Warrant from a Juſtice with a Conſtable in the day-time, to come into i \ 
| Houſe, Sh»p or Warehouſe, ſeiſe and take away ſuah Goods, deliver them to the Cuſtow- 
| houſe, there to be detained ti/l the Owner proves them made in Eng/and ; Which if he do, 
he ſhall have double Coſts; if he do not, the Goods to be forfeited. " 


\ 
| 
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If this ſhould be granted, it would put a power into evety Weaver or other perſon 
that hath any prejudice nora 4m » Mercer, Milhner or Haberdaſher, to 
ruine him atpleaſure, come into his Houſe upon ſuſpicion onely, and withour pro- 
ving any thing againſt them, ſeiſe his Goods, carry them out of his Shop, lodge them 
where 1t may not be in his power in four or five months to have them back, becauſe 
the Term may not come ſooner 3 nay, perhaps incapacitate him from ever having 
them, or being in a condition to proſecute his right, by dif- furniſhing his Shop, and 
thereby occafioning the loſs of his Trade and of his Cuſtomers for want of them; 
*and when: he doth recover them , they may be out of faſhion, and ſo lie dead 
on his hand, And it may go further, namely to ruine him in his Credit and Ree 
putation , and be the occaſion that many a man that lives by his Credit, his ha- 

ving all his Creditors fall upen him, to his and his Families utter ruine. 
- It will be very hard to put this power into the hands of every Weaver or Handicrafts 
Tradeſman in London, and for their encouragement to give them two third parts of the Pe- 
nalties and Forfeitures, and the King onely one, howbeit it may have formerly been judged 
meet to be given tothe Farmers and Commiſſioners of His Majeſties Cuſtoms , perſons 
| of Credit and Reputation, that cannot be imagined will do any ll thing out of prejudice 

| to any particular perſon. | 

| And further this ſeems the harder , becauſe 'tis put upon the Owner to prove, the 
Goods to be home-made z ſo that now every Shop-keeper whenever he buys a piece of 
Tape or Ribbon, muſt put che Seller'to prove and give Securicy that it 1s not foreign= 
made ; and if he ſhould do ſo, that will not ſerve the turn, unleſs he prove it ſo when it is 
ſeized. Suppoſe the Seller and the Buyer dead, and the Commodities come ſto an 
Executor , how can they proveit? Mulliners and Haberdaſhers buy their Wares at their 
doors of the Weavers and Lace-men. Suppoſe a Merchant employ Engliſh Weavers to 
ſell French Goods, the Weaver affirms them to be Engliſh Goods, the Shop-keeper buys 
them, they are afterwards ſeized, the __ proving them to be bonght of an Eng- 


made in Eazg/exd«' And that theKing is not defrauded , mill evidently appear 

| | by the Cultome-books of Londexy Dover and the Out-Ports,. 1f there be any 
; diſcouragement tothe Weavers, hey are the occafions of ir themſelves, in that 
| notwwithRtanding they neither can make ſo good Silks or Staffs, or ſuch ſorts as are 
| made beyond che Seas, yertlizy willlive higher and haye double the Wages,and after 

all die poor, whilſt Forcigners byJiving upon bard Fare with half the Wages grows 

rich ; and this is the onely reaſon that wrought Silk from beyond Seas are afforded 

cheaper then home-made 3 So that-upot ali theſe Accompts, it 1s bumbly boped 
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| | liſh Weaver, will not make them Engliſh s$; the Weaver may be dead, or if alive, 
he may upon his Oath ſwear they are French ;z the Buyer knew not of it, for that he told 
potg mm wer BagS for a oking.chigo pegke guch gets ColnmyRthe Qgrage of. 
& to the gitar ebſuiet: of Tradeſmen, | and there can no way be found out how a Shop- 
F keeper ſhall deal ſafely with any Weaver or Lace-man for any of thoſe Commodities, if 
wee mcg Mry Sh Et Weeriogizof cxeet nſeo che Ringo 
. ng in the preamble of the Billszs,that Weaving is of great uſe to the Kingdom 
; "Þ "Podfo in truth it is. And that by fiequent imporcation of foreign-wrouphe Silks 
- and Stuffs,(moſt of whichare couveyed in without paying of duty;) Erglith Artiſts 
bow” thed, andthe King of hi duty defranded. This is agreat miſtake, for 
: w = on any pieces of Silk, or or of ſuch forts as are worn here,can be 
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